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What are the Almshouses? 
King Edward VI Almshouses consist of 44 dwellings in Abbey Lane, a mixture 
of flats and bungalows, and four flats in Freshwell Street, two of which are 
suitable for mobility-impaired occupants. Our Almshouses have a long history 
going back to their foundation in 1400 and continue to offer housing to 
residents of the ‘Old Borough of Saffron Walden’, who are ‘of good character’ 
but whose financial situation makes it impossible to find affordable housing. 

Historically, residents were elderly and retired. In the 21st century, however, 
our residents are a mix of ages, mostly retired but many younger and in 
employment, and we take single people, couples and, occasionally, families. 

General Information 
The Almshouse Charity is administered, in accordance with its Charity 
Commission Scheme, by 11 volunteer Trustee/Directors, assisted by the 
Estate Officer who is responsible for the day-to-day management of the 
dwellings, and the Business Officer who deals with financial matters. 

Legally, residents are beneficiaries of the Charity, not tenants, and they pay a 
Maintenance Contribution (MC) rather than rent. The MC covers payment for 
the dwelling and also contributes to the cost of running the Almshouses 
including: 

• Repairs and maintenance 

• Administration 

• Insurance of buildings (but not contents) 

• Upkeep of the grounds 

• Cleaning of communal areas 

There is an additional service charge for mains water supply. 

Applicants on a low income may be entitled to Universal Credit or Housing 
Benefit to help with housing costs and are encouraged to apply for this. For 
further information about Benefits, and an application form, contact 
Uttlesford District Council (www.uttlesford.gov.uk/benefits or call 01799 
510510). Uttlesford Citizens Advice can also provide benefits information. 

As a guide, the current MC is £133.72 per week for a one-bedroom unit and 
£153.79 for a two-bedroom, plus £4.50 per week water charge (£5.50 for a 
couple. Gas, electricity, telephone/broadband/TV and Council Tax are the 
responsibility of each individual resident. MC rates are reviewed each year. 

The Almshouses, which are situated within easy walk of Saffron Walden town 
centre, are not sheltered accommodation and all residents must be able to 
live independently (with help from family and/or Social Services if necessary). 

Please note that pets are not permitted, and also that there is limited parking 
on site. Residents can apply for a designated parking space, for which there is 
an annual charge, but there are only a few of these. NB: Residents are eligible 
for a parking permit in nearby Swan Meadow at approximately the same cost 
as residents’ parking. 

How to Apply 
Vacancies are advertised in the Walden Local, on the Almshouses website, 
and on our social media. There is also a Vacancy Alert sign-up form on the 
website. For each vacancy a shortlist of applicants most closely fitting the 
qualifying criteria is drawn up, followed by interviews. The available dwelling 
is assigned to the most appropriate applicant, subject to satisfactory 
references and credit checks. The Charity does not hold a waiting list as such, 
but suitable applicants who are unsuccessful will be contacted when further 
vacancies arise.  

For further information about the Almshouses please visit 

www.swalmshouses.org or contact the Estate Officer at 
estate@swalmshouses.org or 01799 513914. 


